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Indigenous American Ritual Bone Treatment

Miguel Astor-Aguilera
$UL]RQD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\
PLJXHO�DJXLOHUD#DVX�HGX

Indigenous American cosmovisions are based on embodied mental thoughts in relation to bodily sensory 

experience. This chapter focuses on the ancient to contemporary Indigenous American practice of exhuming 

VNHOHWRQV�IRU�XVH�LQ�UHFLSURFDO�EDVHG�ULWXDOV��$QFLHQW�IXQHUDU\�DFWLRQV��DQG�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKHLU�GLৼHUHQW�

VWDJHV��DUH�QRW�GLUHFWO\�YLVLEOH�WR�XV��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�WKHLU�LQWHUUHODWHG�EHKDYLRUV�LQ�WKH�

archaeological record as pertaining to subjects and objects. Burial rituals can be researched through 

investigating how the dead are placed and positioned in the ground and, if pertinent, their later exhumation 

and bundling. Contextual materials are those of interred objects and contextual actions can include multiple 

interments and whether ritual bone treatment, such as scraping, lumping, and or burning, is present. The 

more pertinent burial practice indices, in relation to this volume, concern the human cognitive relationship 

between mind and matter as related to veneration or manipulative inter-relationships between the living 

and the dead. Protracted burial practices include those of exhumed skeletons kept as communicating 

bundles used by the living to alleviate day-to-day concerns. The veneration and manipulation of skeletal 

bundles has continued up to the present in the Maya area, for example, as well as other parts of Indigenous 

North to South America. While some of my Maya consultants venerate their ancestors, they also sometimes 

damage their bones as a means to manipulate them. At least three vital essences were/are present within 

living Mesoamerican human bodies. The ritual and ceremonial actions analyzed here are associated 

with osteological remnants, as containers of vital essences, and are meant to sway non-corporeal beings 

into actions being petitioned by their living descendants. A brief comparison of Eurasian material, as a 

manner of understanding similar Asian to Indigenous American cross-cultural practices, is included at 

the conclusion in order to place the material in a broader context. 

Las visiones indígenas americanas sobre el cosmos se basan en pensamientos incorporados en relación 

con la experiencia sensorial corporal.  Este capítulo se centra en la práctica indígena norteamericana 

GHVGH�OD�DQWLJ�HGDG�KDVWD�OD�pSRFD�FRQWHPSRUiQHD�GH�H[KXPDU�HVTXHOHWRV�SDUD�VX�XVR�HQ�ULWXDOHV�EDVDGRV�

en reciprocidad.  Los actos funerarios antiguos y la complejidad de sus diferentes etapas no las podemos 

FRQRFHU�GLUHFWDPHQWH���VLQ�HPEDUJR��KD\�LQGLFDGRUHV�GH�VXV�FRPSRUWDPLHQWRV�LQWHUUHODFLRQDGRV�FRQ�

el registro arqueológico pertenecientes a sujetos y objetos.  Los rituales de entierro se pueden conocer 

investigando cómo se posicionan y colocan a los muertos en el suelo y en algunos casos, su posterior 

exhumación y la colocación en fardos. Los materiales contextuales están constituidos por los objetos 
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enterrados y las acciones contextuales pueden incluir entierros múltiples y si está presente el tratamiento 

ritual de los huesos, como raspaduras, agrupación o incineración.  Los índices de prácticas funerarias 

PiV�UHOHYDQWHV��HQ�UHODFLyQ�FRQ�HVWH�YROXPHQ��VH�UH¿HUHQ�D�OD�UHODFLyQ�FRJQLWLYD�KXPDQD�HQWUH�OD�PHQWH�\�

la materia en relación con la veneración o las interrelaciones que se pueden manipular entre los vivos y los 

muertos. Las prácticas de entierro prolongadas incluyen las de los esqueletos exhumados que se mantienen 

como medios de comunicación en fardos, utilizados por los vivos para aliviar las preocupaciones del día 

a día.  La veneración y manipulación de los fardos con esqueletos ha continuado hasta el presente, por 

ejemplo en el área Maya, así como en otras partes del norte indígena de Sudamérica. Si bien algunos de 

mis consultores Mayas veneran a sus antepasados, a veces también dañan sus huesos como un medio para 

manipularlos.  Al menos tres esencias vitales estaban / están presentes dentro de los cuerpos humanos 

vivientes de Mesoamérica.  Los actos rituales y ceremoniales analizados aquí, están asociados con restos 

RVWHROyJLFRV��FRPR�FRQWHQHGRUHV�GH�HVHQFLDV�YLWDOHV�\�HVWiQ�GHVWLQDGRV�D�LQÀXLU�HQ�ORV�VHUHV�LQFRUSyUHRV�

para realizar acciones solicitadas por sus descendientes vivos.  En la conclusión se incluye una breve 

comparación del material euroasiático, como una forma de entender las prácticas transculturales similares 

de los asiáticos a los indígenas americanos, para ubicar el material en un contexto más amplio.

(DFK�>KXPDQ�LV@«µDQ�HPERGLHG�>EXQGOHG@�SDUDGR[�¶«

[Our] task is to unravel this bundle��0LWKHQ��������SS������

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�FRJQLWLYH�FRVPRYLVLRQV�DUH�

EDVHG�RQ�HPERGLHG�PHQWDO�WKRXJKWV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�ERGLO\�

H[SHULHQFH��$QFLHQW� ,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ� IXQHUDU\�

DFWLRQV��DQG�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKHLU�GL൵HUHQW�VWDJHV��DUH�QRW�

GLUHFWO\�YLVLEOH�WR�XV��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�WKHLU�

LQWHUUHODWHG�EHKDYLRUV�DV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�VXEMHFWV�DQG�REMHFWV��

%XULDO�ULWXDOV�FDQ�EH�UHVHDUFKHG�WKURXJK�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�KRZ�

WKH�GHDG�DUH�SODFHG�DQG�SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG��LI�

SHUWLQHQW��WKHLU�ODWHU�H[KXPDWLRQ�DQG�EXQGOLQJ��&RQWH[WXDO�

DFWLRQV�FDQ�LQFOXGH�PXOWLSOH�LQWHUPHQWV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�ULWXDO�

ERQH�WUHDWPHQW��VXFK�DV�VFUDSLQJ��OXPSLQJ��DQG�RU�EXUQLQJ��

LV�SUHVHQW��7KH�SHUWLQHQW�EXULDO�SUDFWLFH�LQGLFHV�WR�WKLV�

FKDSWHU�FRQFHUQ�WKH�KXPDQ�FRJQLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

PLQG�DQG�PDWWHU�DV�UHODWHG�WR�YHQHUDWLRQ�RU�PDQLSXODWLYH�

LQWHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG�

7KLV�FKDSWHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�WR�FRQWHPSRUDU\�

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�SUDFWLFH�RI�H[KXPLQJ�ERGLHV��7KH�

LQGLJHQRXV�DFWLRQV�DQDO\]HG�KHUH�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�

RVWHRORJLFDO�UHPQDQWV�DV�FRQWDLQHUV�RI�YLWDO�HVVHQFHV��

/ySH]�$XVWLQ��������SS�������LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�

YLWDO�HVVHQFHV�ZHUH�DUH�SUHVHQW�ZLWKLQ�OLYLQJ�0HVRDPHULFDQ�

KXPDQ�ERGLHV��)LJXUH��������$V�D�PDQQHU�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

VLPLODU�FURVV�FXOWXUDO�SUDFWLFHV��D�EULHI�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�

(XUDVLDQ�PDWHULDO�ZLOO�EH�LQFOXGHG�DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�SODFH�WKH�PDWHULDO�LQ�D�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W�

Ancestral Living Essences

&RORQLDO�(XURSHDQ�GRFXPHQWV�VWDWLQJ�KRZ�,QGLJHQRXV�

$PHULFDQV�WUHDWHG�WKHLU�GHFHDVHG�LQGLFDWH�DQ�RQJRLQJ�

UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKHLU�GHDG��)RU�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�

6RXWKHDVW��8QLWHG�6WDWHV���IRU�H[DPSOH��0LVVLVVLSSLDQ�

OHDGHUV�NHSW�DQFHVWUDO�KXPDQ�ERQHV�DV�LW�ZDV�WKURXJK�

WKHVH�WKDW�WKH\�OHJLWLPDWHG�WKHLU�DXWKRULW\��+DOO��������SS��

������7KHLU�DQFHVWRUV�ZHUH�VR�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�GXULQJ�EDWWOHV�

HDFK�VLGH�VWUDWHJL]HG�RQ�KRZ�WR�WDNH�FRQWURO�RI�DQ�HQHP\¶V�

DQFHVWUDO�UHPDLQV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0LOQHU��������SS�������DOVR�

.HKRH��������SS������������KDYLQJ�JDLQHG�³HQWU\�LQWR�DQ
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Figure 25.1. 

Laud Codex [44]: Human Vital Essences.

HQHP\¶V�SULQFLSDO�WRZQ��>ZDUULRUV�WULHG@�WR�GHVSRLO�WKH�

FKLHI¶V�FKDUQHO�VWUXFWXUH�´�0DUULQJ�WKH�VKULQH�DQG�LWV�

FRQWHQWV�³VWUXFN�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�D�FKLHI¶V�SRZHU�>VLQFH�WKH@�

LQDELOLW\�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ERQHV�RI�RQH¶V�DQFHVWRUV�>LQGLFDWHG@�

IHHEOH�OHDGHUVKLS´�

6LPLODU�SUDFWLFHV�DUH�VHHQ�LQ�&HQWUDO�0H[LFR�ZKHUH�

DQFHVWUDO�ERQHV�ZHUH�NHSW�DQG�FDUHG�IRU��,JXD]��������

SS������+HDGULFN��������������SS����������IRU�H[DPSOH��

WKH�0p[LFD�$]WHF�DQG�WKH�0L[WHF�ZRXOG�DOVR�GLUHFW�WKHLU�

ZDUULRUV�WRZDUG�VHL]LQJ�H൶J\�FRQWDLQLQJ�DQ�HQHP\¶V�

DQFHVWUDO�UHOLFV��3RKO��������SS�������$�SULPDU\�JRDO�RI�SUH�

&ROXPELDQ�ZDUIDUH�ZDV�QRW�VR�PXFK�WR�NLOO�EXW�WR�FDSWXUH�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�SUHVWLJH��+DVVLJ���������7KH�FDSWXUH�RI�HQHP\�

VNHOHWDO�EXQGOHV�ZDV�WKRXJKW�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�RI�FDSWXULQJ�D�

OLYH�SHUVRQ��7KH�NHHSLQJ�RI�SDWURQ�ZDUULRU�EXQGOHV��VXFK�DV�

WKH�0p[LFD¶V�+XLW]LORSRFKWOL�SRZHU�EXQGOH��)LJXUH��������

GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�KXPDQ�ERQH�UHOLFV�ZHUH�WUHDWHG�DV�LI�DOLYH�

�/ySH]�$XVWLQ��������SS������.QDE�DQG�6XOOLYDQ��������SS��

���������

$QFLHQW�IXQHUDU\�ULWXDOV�DUH�QRW�GLUHFWO\�YLVLEOH�WR�XV��

KRZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�LQGLFDWRUV�RI�LQWHUUHODWHG�DFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�

PDWHULDO�UHFRUG��0DUVKDOO���������5HODWLYH�DFWLRQV�PLJKW�

Figure 25.2. 

%RWXULQL�&RGH[�>��@��

Communicating Huitzilopochtli Bundle.

Figure 25.3.

Tikal Altar 5: Exhumed Skull and Long Bones.

LQFOXGH�PXOWLSOH�LQWHUPHQWV�DQG�ZKHWKHU�ERQH�VFUDSLQJ��

OXPSLQJ��DQG�RU�EXUQLQJ�DUH�SUHVHQW��3URWUDFWHG�EXULDO�

SUDFWLFHV�FDQ�LQFOXGH�H[KXPDWLRQ�ULWXDOV��SHU�WKH�VNXOO�DQG�

ORQJ�ERQHV�EHLQJ�DGGUHVVHG�DV�LI�VWLOO�DOLYH��DV�GHSLFWHG�RQ�

7LNDO¶V�$OWDU����)LJXUH��������)XUWKHU��WKH�=RXFKH�1XWWDOO�

&RGH[��������SS������GHSLFWV�D�VNHOHWDO�EXQGOH��RI�0L[WHF�

³/DG\�1LQH�*UDVV��DOVR�GHSLFWHG�DV�LI�DOLYH��)LJXUH�������
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%RG\�H[KXPDWLRQ�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�XS�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�LQ�

WKH�0D\D�DUHD��)LJXUH��������:KDW�ZH�SHUFHLYH�GHDG�FDQ��

LQ�P\�FRQVXOWDQWV¶�FRVPRYLVLRQ��EH�DJHQF\�ULGGHQ�DQG�

VWLOO�KDYH�YROLWLRQ��'HFHDVHG�KXPDQV�PD\�QR�ORQJHU�EH�

DOLYH�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK��KRZHYHU��SDUW�RI�WKHLU�QR�ORQJHU�KXPDQ�

HVVHQFHV�DUH�SHUFHLYHG�WR�UHPDLQ�WHWKHUHG�WR�WKHLU�ERQHV�RU�

DVVRFLDWHG�PDWHULDO�REMHFWV�LQ�DQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�KXPDQ�VWDWH�

�$VWRU�$JXLOHUD��������

0F.HHYHU�)XUVW��������SS�����������QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�

DQFLHQW�0p[LFD�$]WHF�QRWLRQ�RI�³VSLULW�SRZHUV´�FLUFXODWHV�

DERXW�ZLGHO\�LQ�WKH�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�ZRUOG��7KHVH�

SRZHUV�DUH�³KHOG�WHPSRUDULO\�E\�LQGLYLGXDO�HQWLWLHV��KXPDQ�

RU�RWKHUZLVH�´�7KHVH�HVVHQFHV�DUH�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�³RUHQGD�

RI�WKH�,URTXRLV��ZDNDQ�RI�WKH�6LRX[��RU�VLOD�RI�WKH�HDVWHUQ�

,QXLW«ZKLFK��OLNH�WKH�0H[LFD�LGHD��DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�

D«FRVPLF�EUHDWK�WKDW�HQWHUV�KXPDQ�ERGLHV�LQ�YDU\LQJ�

TXDQWLWLHV� DQG� OHQGV� >WKHP@� GLIIHULQJ� YLWDO� SRZHUV´��

7KHVH�LQYLVLEOH�HVVHQFHV�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�PHWDPRUSKRVLV��

0F.HHYHU�)XUVW�HODERUDWHV��³$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQV�XQGHUVWDQG�

QDWXUDO�SKHQRPHQD²LQFOXGLQJ�PDQ²LQ�WHUPV�RI�LPPDQHQW�

SRZHUV�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ«�7KH�GL൵HUHQW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�

RI�WKH�ELRVSKHUH�DUH�FDSDEOH�RI�PHWDPRUSKRVLV«��>7KHVH@�

YDULRXV�SKHQRPHQD�DUH�KHOG�HTXLYDOHQW�DQG�LPEXHG�ZLWK�D�

OLIH�IRUFH´�������>����@��SS�������

'LIIHUHQFHV� H[LVW� EHWZHHQ� ,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�

SRSXODWLRQV��KRZHYHU��³WKH�FRVPRORJLHV�RI�0HVRDPHULFD�

HPHUJHG�IURP�D�VKDUHG�EDFNJURXQG´��+DOO��������SS�������

DOVR�.HKRH��������SS������������������������������������

<RXQJ���������3HU�3RZHU��������SS�������WKRXJK�³WKH�

6RXWKHDVW�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�D�FXOWXUH�UHJLRQ�´�WKHLU�LPDJHU\�

DQG�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFHV�VKRZ�OLQNV�ZLWK�RWKHU�,QGLJHQRXV�

$PHULFDQV��)XUWKHU��WKHLU�³VKDUHG�KHULWDJH�H[SODLQV�KRZ�

WKH�0LVVLVVLSSLDQ�V\PEROV��PRWLIV��DQG�WKHPHV�ZHUH��ZLWK�

DPD]LQJ�ÀXLGLW\��DFFHSWHG�UHSHDWHG��DQG�SHUKDSV�UHTXLUHG�

DFURVV�GLVWDQW�DUHDV«�7KH�KHULWDJH�VKDUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�

$PHULFDV�SHUPLWWHG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6RXWKHDVW�

DQG�0HVR�DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD´��3RZHU��������SS�����������

North to South American Shared Cosmovisions

$�FRPPRQ�SRVWPRUWHP�PDQLSXODWLRQ�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�

DQFLHQW�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDV�ZDV�WR�FRQGXFW�ULWXDOV�IRFXVHG�

RQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV��)RU�WKH�0D\D��VNHOHWDO�EXQGOHV�ZHUH�

KLJKO\�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�WKHLU�DVVRFLDWHG�ULWXDOV�DQG�FHUHPRQLHV�

GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLQHDJH�OHJLWLPDF\��6FKHOH�DQG�)UHLGHO��������

SS�������QRWH������,Q�$QGHDQ�FRQWH[WV��WKH�FDUH�DQG�XVH�

RI�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�ZDV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�DFWLYLW\��)RUJH\�DQG�

:LOOLDPV��������SS��������3HU�5DNLWD�DQG�%XLNVWUD��������

SS��������³XSRQ�WKH�GHDWK�RI�DQ�,QFD�HOLWH��WKH�FRUSVH�ZDV�

HPEDOPHG�DQG�ZUDSSHG��7KHVH�EXQGOHV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�ORRN�

DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�DV�WKH�GHFHDVHG�ORRNHG�LQ�OLIH«�7KH�

EXQGOHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZHUH�DFFRUGHG�WKH�VDPH�WUHDWPHQW�

>DV@�LQ�OLIH��7KH\�ZHUH�IHG�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�

FDUHWDNHUV��DQG�D൵RUGHG�UHVSHFW�DQG�DXWKRULW\�´�5DNLWD�DQG�

%XLNVWUD�HODERUDWH��³IRU�$QGHDQV��GHDWK�GLG�QRW�H[LVW«�,QFD�

PXPPLHV�ZHUH�SRZHUIXO�VRFLDO�IRUFHV«�7KH�DQFHVWRUV�

QHYHU�>GLG@�OHDYH�WKLV�ZRUOG´��������SS�������DOVR�&RQUDG�

Figure 25.4. 

Zouche-Nuttall Codex [44]: 

Lady Nine-Grass Skeletal Bundle.
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DQG�'HPDUHVW��������SS�����������%\HUV��������SS�������

)RU�WKH�0D\D��³WKH�XVH�RI�D�FRUSVH�>DOVR@�KDG�SURIRXQG�

PHDQLQJ´��%HFNHU��������SS�������$V�6FKHOH�DQG�)UHLGHO�

VWDWH��7LNDO¶V�%XULDO����FRQVLVWHG�RI�D�EXQGOHG�³KHDGOHVV��

WKLJKOHVV�FRUSVH«�%RQHV�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ��7KH�0D\D�UHWDLQHG�

ERQHV�«VR�WKH�VNXOO�DQG�WKLJKERQHV�PD\�KDYH�>UHPDLQHG�

ZLWK�LWV@�GHVFHQGDQWV´��������SS�����������¿JXUH�������$V�

%HFNHU�HODERUDWHV��DQ�³LPSRUWDQW�REVHUYDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�

0D\D�LV�WKH�ODFN�RI�FHPHWHULHV�ZKLFK�UHPRYH�WKH�GHDG�

IURP�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�WKH�OLYLQJ´��������SS����������%HFNHU�

IXUWKHU�QRWHV�WKDW��³WKH�ODFN�RI�GLVWLQFW�FHPHWHULHV�DPRQJ�

WKH�0D\D�PHDQV�WKDW�EXULDOV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�UHFRYHUHG�LQ�

UDQGRP�PDQQHU´��������SS���������QRWH����

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQV�WHQGHG�WR�HQVKULQH�EXQGOHV�RI�

VHOHFW�DQFHVWRUV�ZKLOH�SHUPDQHQWO\�EXU\LQJ�FHUWDLQ�RWKHUV��

,W�LV�WKH�OLYLQJ�DIWHU�DOO�ZKR�SXW�IRUWK�WKH�H൵RUW�WR�NHHS�

WKHLU�GHDG�DV�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�

WKHLU�QRQ�FRUSRUHDO�EHLQJV��*LOOHVSLH��������SS�������(YHQ�

WKRVH�HQWRPEHG��KRZHYHU��RIWHQ�KDG�WKHLU�WRPEV�YLVLWHG�

E\�WKH�OLYLQJ��7RPE�YLVLWDWLRQ�ZDV�DSSDUHQWO\�FRQGXFWHG�

WR�SHUIRUP�DFWLYLWLHV��HLWKHU�LQ�SRVLWLYH�RU�QHJDWLYH�WHUPV��

WRZDUG�WKH�WDUJHWHG�VNHOHWDO�PDWHULDO�

Tossing the Bones Around

%\HUV��������SS�������QRWHV�WKDW�LI�D�KXPDQ�LV�SHUFHLYHG�

³DV�SRVVHVVLQJ�PXOWLSOH�VSLULWV�HPERGLHG� LQ�GL൵HUHQW�

FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�ERG\�«�>WKHQ@�D�FRPSOH[�UDQJH�RI�

SRVWPRUWHP�PDQLSXODWLRQ�DQG�YDULDEOH�EXULDO�WUHDWPHQWV�LV�

H[SHFWHG�´�9LROHQW�EHKDYLRU�WRZDUG�KXPDQ�ERQHV�FDQ�WKHQ�

EH�ORJLFDO��6RPH�RI�P\�0D\D�FRQVXOWDQWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��

ZLOO�VRPHWLPHV�EXUQ�ERQHV�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�PDQLSXODWH�WKHLU�

HVVHQFHV��)LJXUH�������

'XULQJ�WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDV��(XURSHDQV�QRWHG�

WKHLU�QDWLYH�DOOLHV�VHHNLQJ�WR�WDNH�DV�³WURSKLHV�´�DQG�RU�WRVV�

DURXQG��WUDPSOH��DQG�GHVWUR\�DQ�HQHP\¶V�VNHOHWDO�UHOLFV�

�$QGHUVRQ��������SS������������%UDLQ�DQG�3KLOOLSV��������

Figure 25.6. 

Maya Burned Skeleton Bundle. 

Photograph by the Author.

SS�����������'\H��������SS�������'\H��������SS������.LQJ��

������SS�����/D�9HJD�������>����@��SS�����������������7KH�

6SDQLVK��ZKLOH�FRORQL]LQJ�WKH�$QGHV��ZRXOG�VRPHWLPHV�

KDYH�WR�PHHW�DQG�QHJRWLDWH�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLYHV¶�DQFHVWRUV²

VKHOWHUHG�DQG�IHG�DV�LI�VWLOO�DOLYH²WKURXJK�WKHLU�PHGLXP�

OLNH�FDUHWDNHUV��3L]DUUR�������>����@��SS��������%XLNVWUD�

DQG�1\VWURP�QRWH�WKDW�³DQ�DFWLYH�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�WKH�OLYLQJ�LQWHUSHQHWUDWHG´�$QGHDQ�OLIH�

DQG�WKLV�³XQGHUVFRUHG�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�

PXPPLHV´��������SS������������,Q�VLPLODU�PDQQHU��WKH�

Figure 25.5. 

Quintana Roo Maya Human Bone Exhumation. 

Photograph by the Author.
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:L[iULND�+XLFKRO�RI�1RUWKZHVW�0H[LFR��IRU�H[DPSOH��

DOVR�VKHOWHU�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�WKHLU�GHFHDVHG�OHDGHUV�

�:HLJDQG�DQG�:HLJDQG��������SS����������7KLV�SUDFWLFH�LV�

DOVR�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�&RL[WODKXDFD��0H[LFR��)LJXUH��������

LQ�3DQDPD��&HQWUDO�$PHULFD��+HOPV��������SS����������WKH�

1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�1RUWKZHVW��'UXFNHU��������SS������������

IRU�WKH�1RUWKHDVW�+XURQ��+HLGHQUHLFK��������SS������������

DQG�9LUJLQLD�WR�)ORULGD�LQ�WKH�QRZ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��6ZDQWRQ��

������SS�����������

:H�GR�QRW�³IXOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�LQWHUPHQW�

HPSOR\HG�E\�WKH�DQFLHQW�0D\D´��*RQOLQ��������SS�������

KRZHYHU��0LOOHU� DQG�7DXEH� VWUHVV� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�

³LGHDOL]HG�DQFHVWRUV´��������SS�������9LWDO�HVVHQFHV�UHPDLQ�

VLJQL¿FDQW�GXH�WR�WKHLU�RQ�JRLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�WKH�

OLYLQJ��%HFNHU��������SS������/ySH]�$XVWLQ��������SS��������

)RU�WKH�0D\D��YHQHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHDG�LQGLFDWHV�KRQRUHG�

UHPHPEUDQFH�DV�DQ�DQFHVWRU��'XQFDQ��������SS�������

������$V�,JXD]�QRWHV�IRU�WKH�0p[LFD�$]WHF��GHDWK�ZDV�³DQ�

LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�>EHLQJ�DOLYH�DQG�MXVW�DQRWKHU@�VWDJH�LQ�WKH

Figure 25.7. 

Coixtlahuaca, Mexico, Bundle. 

Photograph by the Author.

FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�OLIH´��������SS�������3HU�'XQFDQ��KRZHYHU��

GLVFHUQLQJ�ZKDW�DFWLRQV�DUH�YHQHUDWLRQ��DV�RSSRVHG�WR�

YLRODWLRQ��LV�D�SUREOHP�ZLWKLQ�0HVRDPHULFDQ�IXQHUDU\�

VWXGLHV�DV�WKH�³SURFHVVHV�RI�YLRODWLRQ�DQG�YHQHUDWLRQ�PD\�

LQYROYH�VLPLODU�DFWV´�SURGXFLQJ�PDWFKLQJ�GHSRVLWV��������

SS�����������

0DF1HLVK��������KDV�IRXQG�0HVRDPHULFDQ�EXUQHG�

KXPDQ�ERQHV�GDWHG�WR�������%&(�DQG�$UNXVK��������SS��

�����VWDWHV��IRU�WKH�$QGHV��WKDW�WKLV�LQGLFDWHV�D�³FRPSOH[LW\��

FRQWLQJHQF\��DQG�XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\�RI�ZDUULQJ�VRFLHWLHV�´�

&XFLQD�DQG�7LHVOHU�VXJJHVW��IRU�WKH�0D\D��WKDW�WKH�FRQWH[W�

IRU�EXUQHG�KXPDQ�ERQHV�³ZDV�SUREDEO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�

ULWXDO�QRQIXQHUDU\�WUHDWPHQWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZLWK�WKH�DQFHVWUDO�

FXOW´��������SS��������5DNLWD�DQG�%XLNVWUD��������SS�������

DGG�WKDW�FRUSVHV�ZHUH�QRW�EXUQHG�IRU�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQDO�

SXUSRVHV�EXW�WR�UHPRYH�WKHP�

0RQDJKDQ��������SS������QRWH����PHQWLRQV�WKDW��³WKH�

RQO\�REMHFWV�WKDW�1X\RRWHFR�>0L[WHFV@�FODVVLI\�DV�WUXO\�

GHDG�ZHUH�URFNV�FUDFNHG�E\�¿UH´��7KH�0L[WHF�WKLQN�WKDW�WR�

JHW�ULG�RI�D�SHUVRQ¶V�HVVHQFHV�FRPSOHWHO\��LWV�HQWLW\�PXVW�

EH�HQWLUHO\�EXUQHG�RU��LI�WKH�JRDO�LV�VLPSO\�WR�SXQLVK�WRUWXUH�

VDLG�SHUVRQ��WKHQ�RQH�VSRUDGLFDOO\��EXUQV�DQG�UHEXUQV�LW��

)RU�WKH�0D\D��0RFN������D������E��SS�������VXJJHVWV�

WKDW�VRPH�LQWHUPHQW�ULWXDOV�ZHUH�YLROHQFH�UHODWHG�DQG�GRQH�

ZLWK�WKH�DLP�RI�HUDVLQJ�³SHUVRQKRRG�WKURXJK�ÀD\LQJ�

PXWLODWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDFH�DQG�KHDG��>IRU@�QRW�RQO\�KXPLOLDWLRQ�

EXW�>WKH@�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�LGHQWLW\��´�$V�'XQFDQ�

DGGV��ERQH�³YLRODWLRQ�IRU�WKH�0D\D�FUHDWHG�DQ�HQGXULQJ�

REMHFWV¶�ZHDNQHVV«�>7KXV�@�¿QGLQJ�D�FDFKH�RI�PDQGLEOHV�

UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�VNXOO�RI�YDULRXV�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�EXULHG�

XQGHU�D�VKULQH�ZRXOG�VXJJHVW«DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�DSSURSULDWH�

WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�SRZHU�HVVHQFH��$Q�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�PDQGLEOH�

ZLWK�FXW�PDUNV��FUXVKHG�RU�KDYLQJ�WHHWK�H[WUDFWHG��ZRXOG�

EH�FRQJUXHQW�ZLWK�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�GHIDFH�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�E\�

GHVWUR\LQJ�>LWV@�VRXUFH�RI�SRZHU´��'XQFDQ��������SS������

�����
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1HOVRQ� DQG� FROOHDJXHV� ������� SS�� ����� VWDWH� WKDW�

³WKH�HWKQRKLVWRULF�DQG�HWKQRJUDSKLF�DFFRXQWV�SURYLGH�

DQ� LQYDOXDEOH� EDFNJURXQG� DJDLQVW� ZKLFK� WR� IUDPH�

K\SRWKHVHV«>VLQFH� WKH� GLIIHUHQFHV@� VHHP�PLQRU� LQ�

FRPSDULVRQ�WR�WKH�VLPLODULW\�LQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�VWUXFWXUH�´�

(WKQRJUDSKLF�GDWD�FRQFHUQLQJ�QRW�RQO\�WKH�NHHSLQJ�EXW�

WKH�GLVSOD\�RI�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV��RI�ERWK�DQFHVWRUV�DQG�

HQHPLHV��LV�NQRZQ�QRW�RQO\�IRU�WKH�$PHULFDV��DV�LQ�WKH�

$QGHV��+DUQHU���������EXW�LQ�YDULRXV�SDUWV�RI�2FHDQLD�

�VHH�%DWHVRQ���������������+DGGRQ�������+ROPHV���������

/DQGWPDQ�DQG�+DGGRQ��������6DYLOOH��������6HOLJPDQQ��

������7URPSI��������

Vital Essences and Structure Burning

3HUVRQKRRG�ZLWKLQ�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�RQWRORJLHV�

LV�QRW�MXVW�UHOHJDWHG�WR�KXPDQV��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD���������

0RFN�SRLQWV�WR�WKLV�VFHQDULR�LQ�WKH�FXWWLQJ�DQG�EXUQLQJ�RI�

PRQXPHQWDO�PDVN�LPDJHU\�DW�&HUURV��%HOL]H������E���$V�

6XJL\DPD�PHQWLRQV�IRU�7HRWLKXDFiQ��D�SULPDU\�REMHFWLYH�

GXULQJ�UDLGV�RI�WKLV�FLW\�ZDV�WKH�EXUQLQJ�RI�VWUXFWXUHV²SHU�

WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�E\�¿UH�PHQWLRQHG�E\�&RZJLOO��������SS��

�����SHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��������IXUWKHU��WKH�³ORRWLQJ�

RI�WKH�LQQHU�>VWUXFWXUH@�EXULDOV�>WKURXJK�D@�WXQQHO�ZDV�

FRPPLWWHG�EHFDXVH�WKH�ORRWHUV�NQHZ�WKH�EXULDOV�ZHUH�WKHUH´�

�6XJL\DPD��������SS�����������

7KH�ORRWHUV�EHLQJ�IURP�RSSRVHG�IDFWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�

FLW\�DQG�WKHLU�DVFHQGDQFH�WKXV�HPSKDVL]HG�YDQGDOL]LQJ�

H[LVWLQJ�SROLW\�IHDWXUHV��PRQXPHQWV��DQG�ULWXDO�REMHFWV�

�6XJL\DPD��������SS��������%XQGOHV�DQG�WKHLU�VKULQHV�ZHUH��

WKHUHIRUH��ORRWLQJ�DQG�EXUQLQJ�WDUJHWV�ZKHQ�7HRWLKXDFiQ�

H[SHULHQFHG�SROLWLFDO�XSKHDYDOV��+HDGULFN���������3HU�

6XJL\DPD��������SS��������WKH�YDQGDOLVP�ZDV�QRW�³VSRUDGLF�

DFWLRQV�IRU�SURFXUHPHQW�RI�REMHFWV��DV�WKH�>(QJOLVK@�ZRUG�

ORRWLQJ�VXJJHVWV«�7KH�ORRWHUV�>DOVR@�GLVWXUEHG�VNHOHWRQV�

DQG�WRRN�ERQHV�RI�EXULHG�SHRSOH«>DQG�WKLV��WKHUHE\�@�KDG�

VRFLRSROLWLFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH�´

/RFNHWW�DQG�+DUJUDYH�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�$QFLHQW�3XHEORDQV�

ZRXOG�UHPRYH�SRVW�LQWHUPHQW�VNXOOV�DQG�ORQJ�ERQHV�IURP�

WKHLU�GHDG��LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ERQHV�IURP�EHLQJ�DWWDFNHG��

DV�EXUQHG�KXPDQ�ERQHV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�LQ�QHDUE\�FDYHV�

�������DOVR�*XHUQVH\�DQG�.LGGHU��������*XPHUPDQ�DQG�

'HDQ��������SS��������7RUWXUH�OLNH�DFWLRQV�WRZDUG�KXPDQ�

UHPDLQV�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�GRQH�WR�PDQLSXODWH�DJHQF\�ODGHQ�

HVVHQFHV�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERQH�PDWWHU��+DOO��������SS������

QRWHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKDW�D�W\SLFDO�UHVXOW�DIWHU�EHLQJ�WDNHQ�

SULVRQHU�E\�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQV�ZDV�EHLQJ�³VXEMHFWHG�

WR�SURORQJHG�DQG�DJRQL]LQJ�WRUWXUH´�WKDW�RIWHQ�³LQYROYHG�

EXUQLQJ�FRDOV�´

6DQ� -RVp�0RJRWH��2D[DFD��0H[LFR�� IRU� H[DPSOH��

H[KLELWV�WRUWXUH�WDFWLFV��0RQXPHQW���GHSLFWV�D�QREOH�WKDW�

ZDV�DSSDUHQWO\�WDNHQ�FDSWLYH��VWULSSHG��WRUWXUHG��DQG�NLOOHG�

�5HGPRQG�DQG�6SHQFHU��������SS�����������DOVR�3HHEOHV�

DQG�.XV��������SS�������5HGPRQG��������SS��������7KH�

VR�FDOOHG�³'DQ]DQWHV´�RI�0RQWH�$OEiQ��2D[DFD��GLVSOD\�

QRW�RQO\�NQLIH�FXWV�EXW�DSSDUHQWO\�¿UH�WRUWXUH��7KH�EXUQ�

V\PSWRPV�VHHP�H[KLELWHG�E\�WKH�LQGLYLGXDOV¶�RGGO\�KDQJLQJ�

DSSHQGDJHV�DV�WKRVH�VHHQ�ZKHQ�ZKROH�ERG\�EXUQ�YLFWLPV�

KDYH�WKHLU�OLJDPHQWV�H[SRVHG�WR�LQWHQVH�KHDW��)LJXUH��������

2WKHU�HYLGHQFH�IRU�WKH�EXUQLQJ�RI�KXPDQ�ERGLHV�DW�6DQ�

-RVp�0RJRWH¶V�LV�H[KLELWHG�DW�)HDWXUH�����)ODQQHU\�DQG�

0DUFXV��������SS�����������5HGPRQG�DQG�6SHQFHU��������

SS������QRWH����

$�SUREOHP�UHPDLQV��KRZHYHU��UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�EXUQLQJ�

RI�KXPDQ�ERQHV��DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�D�GL൵HUHQWLDWLRQ�LV�PDGH�LQ�

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�FRVPRYLVLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�VPRNLQJ��

VLQJLQJ��H[WUHPH�EXUQLQJ��RU�FRPSOHWH�FUHPDWLRQ��/DQGD�

VD\V��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKDW�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�0D\D�ZRXOG�

FUHPDWH�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�GHFHDVHG��SODFH�WKHLU�DVKHV�ZLWKLQ�

LPDJHV��DQG�YHQHUDWH�WKHVH�EXUQW�UHPDLQV��LQ�7R]]HU��

������SS������������,Q�VHYHUDO�0L[WHF�FRGLFHV��EXQGOHV�RI�

GHFHDVHG�QREOHV�DUH�GHSLFWHG�DERXW�WR�EH�FUHPDWHG��)LJXUH�

�������/DXG�&RGH[��������SS������=RXFKH�1XWWDOO�&RGH[��
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������SS�����������'XQFDQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV��KRZHYHU��QRWH�

WKDW�WKH�³YLRODWLRQ�RI�HQHPLHV¶�PXPP\�EXQGOHV«FRXOG�

LQYROYH�EXUQLQJ�WKH�ERG\�RI�WKH�GHFHDVHG�LQ�GL൵HUHQW�ZD\V´�

�������SS��������������DV�VHHPV�WR�DSSO\�IRU�WKH�PXOWLWXGH�

RI�³PLVFHOODQHRXV�KXPDQ�VNHOHWDO�PDWHULDO´�DW�3LHGUDV�

1HJUDV��*XDWHPDOD��&RH��������SS�������

Figure 25.8. 

Monte Albán “Danzante”. 

Photograph by the Author.

Figure 25.9. 

Zouche-Nuttall Codex [82]: Cremation Ritual.

0LVFHOODQHRXV�0D\D�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�DUH�RIWHQ�IRXQG��

DV�DW�7LNDO��*XDWHPDOD��DV�³DQ�HQRUPRXV�QXPEHU�RI�KXPDQ�

ERQH�IUDJPHQWV�VFDWWHUHG�DW�UDQGRP�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VLWH��

$Q�RFFXUUHQFH�GXSOLFDWHG�LQ�DQ\�>0D\D@�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�

FRQWH[W�ZKHUH�VRLO�FRQGLWLRQV�IRVWHU�ERQH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�

ZKHUH�EXULDOV�FRPPRQO\�ZHUH�PDGH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�KDELWDWLRQ�

DUHD´��%HFNHU��������SS����������7KH�SUREOHP��KRZHYHU��

DV�WR�ZKHWKHU�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�DUH�HQHP\�ERQHV�RU�UHYHUHG�

DQFHVWRUV�LV�QRW�FOHDU��%DXHU�DQG�%DXHU��IRU�H[DPSOH��QRWH�

WKDW�WKHLU�XQFRYHULQJ�RI�DQ�DQFLHQW�3HUXYLDQ�FDFKH�ZDV�

FRPSRVHG�RI�WHQ�VNXOOV�ZLWK�QR�ERGLHV�DQG�QR�DUWLIDFWV�

�������DOVR�$UNXVK��������SS������QRWH����0F(ZDQ��������

SS��������PDNLQJ�LW�GL൶FXOW�WR�GLVFHUQ�LI�WKH�UHPDLQV�SHUWDLQ�

WR�DQFHVWRUV�RU�HQHPLHV��$V�PHQWLRQHG�E\�&LH]D�GH�/HyQ��

GXULQJ�WKH�FRQTXHVW�RI�3HUX��QDWLYH�FDSWRUV�FRPPXQLFDWHG�

ZLWK�WKHLU�VODLQ�IRHV�LQ�HTXLYDOHQW�PDQQHU�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH\�

FRPPXQLFDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�DQFHVWRUV�������>����@��SS������

�����

Ritually Charged Caches

,Q�0RQWH�$OEiQ��2D[DFD��&DVR�QRWHG�D�VNXOO�DORQJVLGH�

YHUWHEUDH���������������$W�8D[DFWXQ��*XDWHPDOD��VLPLODU�

GDWD�ZDV�UHSRUWHG�RI�VNXOOV�ZLWK�YHUWHEUDH��6PLWK��������

SS�������$W�7LNDO��*XDWHPDOD��KXPDQ�KHDGV�ZHUH�SODFHG�

EHWZHHQ�FHUDPLF�YHVVHOV��%HFNHU��������SS������������QRWH�

�����)URP�%DNLQJ�3RW��%HOL]H��5LFNHWVRQ��������SS������WR�

&KLFKpQ�,W]i��0H[LFR��5XSSHUW��������SS����������KXPDQ�

VNXOO�IUDJPHQWV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZKROH�SLHFHV��ZHUH�SODFHG�

LQ�FDFKHV��6LPLODU�0D\D�ERQH�FDFKHV�ZHUH�DOVR�IRXQG�DW�

1HEDM��*XDWHPDOD��%HFNHU��������6PLWK�DQG�.LGGHU��������

SS����������7D\DVDO��*XDWHPDOD��&RZJLOO��������SS������

�����SHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��������0D\DSiQ��0H[LFR�

�6PLWK���������7RSR[Wp��*XDWHPDOD��-RQHV�HW�DO���������SS��

������DQG�&RSiQ��+RQGXUDV��%HFNHU��������SS��������QRWH�

�����/DQGD��LQ�7R]]HU��������SS�����������VD\V�VNXOOV�ZHUH�

ULWXDOO\�XVHG�E\�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�0D\D�EXW�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WR�
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ZKRP�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�FUDQLXPV�EHORQJHG�

$QFLHQW�0D\DQ�LQVFULSWLRQV�DQG�LPDJHU\�VXJJHVWV�WKH�

ULWXDO�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�FDSWLYHV�E\�GHFDSLWDWLRQ��6KDUHU��������

SS����������������������������������������6NXOOV�LQ�FDFKHV�

DUH�QRW�DOZD\V�SODFHG�IDFH�VLGH�XS��&XFLQD�DQG�7LHVOHU�

VXJJHVW�WKDW�IDFH�GRZQ�PHDQW�³GLVUHVSHFW�>WRZDUG@�WKH�

LQGLYLGXDO´�DQG�WKDW�WKH�PDQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�KXPDQ�UHPDLQV�

DUH�GLVSRVHG�RI�LV�³UHODWHG�WR�WKHLU�>ULWXDO@�IXQFWLRQ´��������

SS��������1HOVRQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV��UHIHUHQFLQJ�/D�4XHPDGD��

0H[LFR��VWDWH�WKDW�0HVRDPHULFDQ�EXULDO�SUDFWLFHV�H[KLELW�

D� ZLGH�UDQJH� RI� SUDFWLFHV� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� GLIIHUHQWLDO�

UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG��������SS��

������WKDW�LV��GL൵HUHQWLDO�³EXULDO�SDWWHUQV�PD\�LQGLFDWH«D�

IULHQGO\�YV��KRVWLOH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�OLYLQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�

FRQGXFWHG�WKH�ULWXDO´��������SS��������3HU�6HHPDQ���������

IRU�WKH�+RSHZHOO��FUDQLXP�FDFKH�EXULDOV�GR�QRW�LQGLFDWH�

UHYHUHQFH�EXW�KRVWLOLW\��$V�ZLWQHVVHG�E\�&DYHOLHU�GH�/D�

6DOOH��WKH�,URTXRLV�ZRXOG�GLJ�XS�WKHLU�HQHPLHV¶�JUDYHV�DQG�

EXUQ�WKH�GLVLQWHUUHG�FRUSVHV��/D�6DOOH�������>����@��SS��

���������DOVR�+DOO��������SS������3DUNPDQ��������SS������

�����

Bundles and Indigenous Cosmovisions

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQV�WHQG�WR�ULWXDOO\�EUHDN�DQG�RU�

WKURZDZD\�LWHPV�ZKHQ�QR�ORQJHU�QHHGHG��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD��

������SS�������+DUULQJWRQ��������SS��������7KH�6LRX[�NHSW�

VSLULW�HVVHQFHV��³ZDNDQ�´�FHUHPRQLDOO\�DWWDFKHG�WR�FHUWDLQ�

LWHPV�DQG�ULWXDOO\�UHOHDVHG�WKHP�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�

UHTXLUHG��%ODFN�(ON��������SS���������'HQVPRUH��������

SS�������7KH�ZDNDQ�RI�WKH�2JODOD�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�PDQLWRX�

RI�WKH�$OJRQTXLDQV�DQG�WKH�RUHQGD�RI�WKH�,URTXRLV��7KHVH�

WHUPV�UHIHU�WR�LQYLVLEOH�SHUVRQ�OLNH�HVVHQFHV�WKDW�KDYH�VNLOOV��

SRZHUV��DQG�YROLWLRQ��7KHVH�HVVHQFHV�DUH�SRWHQWLDOO\�SUHVHQW�

LQ�WUHHV��VWRQHV��DQLPDOV��ERGLHV�RI�ZDWHU��HWF��DQG�KXPDQ�

ERQHV��0F.HHYHU�)XUVW��������SS��������)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��

IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�6RXWKHDVW�0LVVLVVLSSLDQ�GHDG�UHPDLQHG�

SRZHUIXO�IRUFHV��3RZHU��������SS�������

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�LQYLVLEOH�IRUFHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�

LUUHOHYDQW�RI�ZKHWKHU�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�GHDG�IULHQG�RU�IRH��

'XQFDQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKHVH�HVVHQFHV�FRXOG�EH�³DSSURSULDWHG�

IURP�DQ�HQHP\´��������SS��������/D�6DOOH��IRU�H[DPSOH��

ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�,URTXRLV�UDLG�D�0LDPL�YLOODJH�DQG�WKH�NLOOLQJ�

RI�2XDELFROFDWD�WKHLU�FKLHI��2XDELFROFDWD¶V�GHDG�ERG\��DV�LI�

D�OLYH�FDSWLYH��ZDV�WKHQ�WDNHQ�WR�WKH�,URTXRLV�FDPS�DQG�NHSW�

KRVWDJH�������>����@��SS������������7KH�SUHYLRXV�UHPLQGV�

RI�%HWDQ]RV¶�������>���������@��SS���������DQG�*DPERD¶V�

������>����@��SS�������DFFRXQW�RI�D�&X]FR�VWUXFWXUH��WKH�

OODVDKXDVL��ZKHUH�WKH�,QND�NHSW�WKH�GHFDSLWDWHG�KHDGV�RI�

WKHLU�7LWLFDFDQ�HQHPLHV��%URZQ�WKXV�VHHV�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�FDUHWDNLQJ�RI�DQ�DQFHVWRU¶V�KHDG�ZLWK�WKDW�

RI�WDNLQJ�DQ�HQHP\¶V�KHDG���������3HU�+DOO��³WKH�JDLQLQJ�

RI�WKRVH�SDUWV«LV�WDQWDPRXQW�WR�NHHSLQJ�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO´�

�������SS��������8QGHUKLOO��������SS���������UHSRUWHG�

VLPLODU�IRU�WKH�7RKRQR�2¶RGKDP�LQ�WKDW�WKH\�VKHOWHUHG�DQG�

IHG�WKH�VFDOSV�RI�WKHLU�NLOOHG�HQHPLHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDUQHVV���

WKHLU�SRZHUV��

Regenarative Power

)RU�$QGHDQ�FRVPRYLVLRQV��7HOOR��������FRQFOXGHG�

WKDW�HQHP\�GHFDSLWDWHG�KHDGV�KHOG�UHJHQHUDWLYH�SRZHU��

3HU�3URXO[��KXPDQ�ERQHV�ZHUH�OLQNHG�E\�$QGHDQV�WR�

IHUWLOLW\�DQG�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��������DOVR�6LOYHUPDQ��������

SS�����������&DUPLFKDHO��������$V�3URXO[�HODERUDWHV��

KHDGV�KHOG�UHJHQHUDWLYH�SURSHUWLHV�DQG�³WKH�1DVFD�SHRSOH�

SODFHG�JUHDW�LPSRUWDQFH�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�KHDG�DV�D�VRXUFH�

RI�SRZHU«�7URSK\�KHDGV�LQ�>EXULDO@�FDFKHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�

WKH�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�SRZHU«�>$VVRFLDWHG@�PRWLIV�GLVSOD\�

VSURXWLQJ�EHDQV�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�WURSK\�KHDG�RU�DQ�HDU�

RI�FRUQ�ZLWK�WKH�IDFH�RI�D�WURSK\�KHDG��7KLV�VXJJHVWV�D�

PHWDSKRU�>OLQNHG�WR@�YDULRXV�DJULFXOWXUDO�SODQWV´��������

SS�����

+XPDQ�VNXOOV�ZLWK�ERWDQLFDO�IHDWXUHV�DUH�DOVR�RIWHQ�
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GHSLFWHG�LQ�0HVRDPHULFDQ�LPDJHU\��0D\D�FDFKH�YHVVHOV�

DQG�FDFKH�OLNH�EXULDOV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�%HFNHU��������SS�������

VKDUH�LQGLJHQRXV�FRJQLWLYH�PHDQLQJV�DV�UHODWHG�WR�ERWDQLFDO�

UHJHQHUDWLYH�F\FOHV�DQG�WKLV�SHUWDLQV�WR�QRW�RQO\�WKH�VNXOO�

EXW�WKH�ZKROH�KXPDQ�ERG\��'HQVPRUH��IRU�WKH�6LRX[��VD\V�

WKDW�EXQGOHG�KDLU�WDNHQ�IURP�GHDG�UHODWLYHV�ZHUH�DGGUHVVHG�

DV�LI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZHUH�VWLOO�SUHVHQW��������SS�������3HU�

+DOO��WKH�0HQRPLQHH�DQG�'DNRWD�GHDG�UHPDLQHG�DURXQG�

WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�LWHPV�DQG�WKH�EXQGOH�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKHLU�REMHFWV�

ZDV�KHOG�E\�WKHLU�GHVFHQGDQWV¶�DV�LI�LW�ZHUH�WKH�SHUVRQ�LWVHOI�

�������SS���������DOVR�+DUULQJWRQ��������SS�����������

Contemporary Bone Keeping and Reciprocative 

Actions

+DOO��������SS������PHQWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�/DNRWD�FRQWLQXH�

EXQGOLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��³VSLULW�NHHSLQJ�´�LQ�VXEWOH�DQG�PRGL¿HG�

IRUP��7KH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�0D\D�RI�4XLQWDQD�5RR��0H[LFR��

DOVR�FRQWLQXH�WKLV�SUDFWLFH��KRZHYHU��LQ�QRW�VR�VXEWOH�RU�

PRGL¿HG�IRUP��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD���������0D\D�EXQGOHV��

VRPHWLPHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�DVVRFLDWHG�SHUVRQDO� LWHPV��DUH�

VKHOWHUHG�DQG�IHG�IRRG�DQG�GULQN��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD��������

SS��������0D\D�ERQH�EXQGOHV�DUH�RIWHQ�VFRRWHG�DVLGH�DQG�

WKH�ORQJ�ERQHV�WKHQ�SLOHG�RQ�WRS�RI�RQH�DQRWKHU��7KH�VNXOOV�

OLNHZLVH��6RPHWLPHV�WKHVH�ERQHV�DUH�UHPRYHG�RU�QHYHU�

SODFHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�EXQGOHV�DQG�WDNHQ�HOVHZKHUH��)LJXUH�

�������

.HKRH��������SS�����������PHQWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�,URTXRL�

+XURQ�DOVR�H[KXPHG�WKHLU�GHDG�DQG�UHEXULHG�VNHOHWRQV�

WRJHWKHU�LQ�PL[HG�PDQQHU��1HOVRQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�REVHUYHG�

VLPLODUO\�DUFKDHRORJLFDOO\�DW�/D�4XHPDGD��0H[LFR��ZKHUH�

EXQGOHG�³ERQHV�ZHUH�GLVDUWLFXODWHG�>DQG@�JURXSHG�LQ�

OLNH�HOHPHQWV´��������SS��������)XUWKHUPRUH��³WKH�ERQH�

FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�ZHUH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�XSSHU�DQG�ORZHU�

limbs, skull fragments, mandibles, scapulae, ribs, and 

KLS�ERQHV��>ZKLOH@�WKH�YHUWHEUDO�FROXPQ��KDQGV��DQG�IHHW�

ZHUH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�PLVVLQJ´��1HOVRQ�HW�DO���������SS��������

6LPLODUO\��IRU�WKH�6RXWKHDVW��+DOO�VD\V�WKDW�WKH�OHJ�DQG�DUP�

ERQHV�DQG�VNXOO�ZHUH�³WLHG�LQWR�D�EXQGOH´�ZKLOH�³WKH�ULEV��

D[LDO�VNHOHWRQ��IRRW�DQG�KDQG�ERQHV�ZHUH�QRW�VDYHG´��������

SS�������1HOVRQ�DQG�FROOHDJXHV�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�VRPH�ERQHV�

DUH�³LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VHW�DVLGH�GXULQJ�EXQGOLQJ«�7KLV�PDWFKHG�

GLVWULEXWLRQ�>RI�ERQH@�PD\�EH�>D@�FRQVFLRXV�FKRLFH�>ZLWK�

VRPH@�HOHPHQWV�SHUKDSV�EHLQJ�GLVFDUGHG´��������SS�������

Final Thoughts: Out of Eurasia

:UDSSHG�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�DUH�DJHQF\�ODGHQ�SRZHU�

EXQGOHV�WR�PDQ\�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQV�IURP�1RUWK�WR�

6RXWK��%XQGOHG�UHPDLQV�FDQ�EH�SROLWLFDO�SOD\HUV�LQ�WKH�

VRFLDO�OLIH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KHOS�VKHOWHU�DQG�WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKHP��

0DQ\�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQV�VHH�QR�SRODU�GLFKRWRP\�

EHWZHHQ�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD���������3HU�3DXO��

D�7]
XWXMLO�0D\D�RQFH�FDPH�XSRQ�³D�YHU\�VKLQ\�ERQH�´�+H�

SLFNHG�LW�XS��WUHDWHG�LW�³ZLWK�UHVSHFW��DQG�SODFHG�LW�LQ�D�ER[�´�

Figure 25.10. 

Piled-Up Maya Femurs and Skulls.

Photograph by the Author.
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+H�WKHQ�KHDUG�WKH�ERQH�WDONLQJ��³+H�WRRN�LW�RXW��ZUDSSHG�

LW�LQ�FORWK��>DQG�WKHQ@�WKH�ERQH�WROG�KLP�WR�JXDUG�LW�ZHOO´�

�3DXO��������SS���������

7KH�0D\D�FDQ�ULWXDOO\�XVH�ERQHV�WR�FDXVH�JRRG�RU�

KDUP�DV�RQH�FDQ�EHVHHFK�DQG�RU�WKUHDWHQ�WKH�DQFHVWRUV��

ZKHWKHU�YHUEDOO\�DQG�RU�SK\VLFDOO\��WR�GR�WKH�ELGGLQJ�RI�

ZKRPHYHU�KDV�DFFHVV�WR�WKHP��$VWRU�$JXLOHUD��������SS��

������7KH�0D\D�FDQ�GHQ\�IRRG�DQG�GULQN�WR�WKHLU�EXQGOHG�

REMHFWV��%RQHV�FDQ�EH�VHW�DVLGH�DQG�IRUJRWWHQ�DQG�RU�WKH\�

FDQ�EH�WRVVHG�LQWR�WKH�IRUHVW�WR�URW�DQG�RU�EH�JQDZHG�DW�

E\�DQLPDOV��5DWKHU�WKDQ�FRGL¿HG�GRFWULQH�WKDW�UHVWULFWV�

DGDSWLYH�EHKDYLRU��,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�DFWLRQV�IROORZ�

FRJQLWLYH�LQWHUVXEMHFWLYH�SDWWHUQV�DQG�FRQYHQWLRQV�WKDW�

H[KLELW�ÀXLGLW\�LQ�WKH�VKDSLQJ�RI�LGHDV�DQG�UHODWLRQV�DQG��

OLNH�OLYH�SHRSOH��IXQHUDU\�EXQGOHG�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�DUH�WUHDWHG�

DV�VHQWLHQW�SHUVRQV�

7KH�KXPDQ�FRJQLWLYH� ILHOG�SDWWHUQV�FRVPRORJLFDO�

FRQYHQWLRQV�RQWR�WKH�PDWHULDO�ZRUOG��$OPRVW�LGHQWLFDO�WR�

0HVRDPHULFD��2OGVWRQH�0RRUH��������SS�������SRLQWV�RXW�

WKDW�&KLQHVH�KXPDQ�HVVHQFHV�³DUH�QRW�V\VWHPDWLF�DV�WKHUH�

LV�QR�DJUHHG�XSRQ�QXPEHU�SHU�SHUVRQ«�:KLOH�D�SHUVRQ�LV�

DOLYH��WKHVH�DUH�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�DQG�SURYLGH�KLP�KHU�ZLWK�

DQLPDWH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�DQG�UDWLRQDO�FDSDFLW\��$W�GHDWK�

WKH\�VHSDUDWH��WKH�hun�ULVLQJ�DQG�WKH�po�VHWWOLQJ�LQWR�WKH�

HDUWK�´�7KH�&KLQHVH�WR�0HVRDPHULFD�VLPLODULWLHV�DUH�QRW�

FRLQFLGHQFHV��)URP�DERXW�WKH�¿UVW�PLOOHQLXP�&(�WR�DERXW�

³WZR�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR��D�FLUFXP�SDFL¿F�DUW�VW\OH�VSUHDG�

FRDVWZLVH«>DQG@�VXUYLYHV�LQ�1HZ�*XLQHD�DQG�0HODQHVLD��

LQ�WKH�$LQX�RI�-DSDQ��DQG�WKH�1RUWKZHVW�$PHULFDQ�&RDVW´�

�.HKRH���������SS�������

3HU�.HKRH�� WKH�³$LQX�RI�-DSDQ��DFFXVWRPHG�IURP�

DQFLHQW�WLPHV�WR�XVLQJ�ERDWV��>DUH@�µJHQHUDOL]HG�(XUDVLDQ¶²

UHODWLYHO\�OLJKW�VNLQQHG��GDUN�KDLU��EURZQ�H\HV��QHLWKHU�YHU\�

WDOO�QRU�YHU\�VKRUW��D�UDQJH�IURP�ZKLFK�GHVFHQG�WKH�,QGR�

&KLQHVH��3RO\QHVLDQV��6LEHULDQV��DQG�$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQV´�

�������SS�������������DOVR�*UDYHV��������SS��������DQG�

0LWKHQ��������SS��������6KDUHG�LGHDV�DUH�WKHLU�HQJDJLQJ�

³VSLULWV¶�WR�KHOS�WKHP�KHDO��GLYLQH��RU�UHWULHYH�ZDQGHULQJ´�

KXPDQ�HVVHQFHV��.HKRH��������SS�������DOVR�*UDYHV��������

SS���������������7KH�2XW�RI�(XUDVLD�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�

,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDV��UHJDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�HVVHQFHV�EHLQJ�

SUHVHQW�LQ�VNHOHWDO�UHPDLQV�DQG�RWKHU�REMHFWV��DUH�VWURQJO\�

H[KLELWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�-ǀPRQ��WKH�$LQX��DQG�WKH�2NLQDZD�

FXOWXUHV�RI�-DSDQ�ZKLFK��SHU�6XVXPX��DUH�WKH�³DQLPLVWLF�

IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�-DSDQ´��������SS�������DOVR�0DWVXPRWR��

������SS������DQG�0LWKHQ��������SS�������

,Q�UXUDO�-DSDQ��6KLQWǀ�UHWDLQV�WKH�DQFLHQW�WULEDO�FXOW�RI�

WKH�DQFHVWRUV�ZKHUH�DW�GHDWK�D�SHUVRQ¶V�HVVHQFHV�EHFRPH�

³NDPL´��%RZHQ��������SS������.LWDJDZD��������SS�������

������/LNH�WKHLU�,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�FRXQWHUSDUWV��NDPL�

DUH�YHQHUDWHG�DV�OLQNHG�WR�IHUWLOLW\�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�³ZLQG��

WKXQGHU��OLJKWQLQJ��UDLQ��WKH�VXQ��PRXQWDLQV��ULYHUV��WUHHV��

URFNV��>DQG@�FHUWDLQ�DQLPDOV´��3LFNHQ��������SS������DOVR�

-LQMD�+RQFKR��������SS������$OVR�VLPLODU�WR�,QGLJHQRXV�

$PHULFD�LV�WKDW�NDPL�HVVHQFHV�DUH�QRW�DOZD\V�EHQH¿FLHQW��

3HU�+DYHQV��³NDPL�KDYH�DQ�µXQSUHGLFWDEOH�QDWXUH¶��6DWǀ��

������ SS�� ���«�$V� ,Wǀ� ������� SS�� ��� VWDWHV�� DQFLHQW�

DVVRFLDWLRQV�RI�NDPL�ZLWK�HSLGHPLFV��ÀRRGV��DQG�GURXJKW�

LQGLFDWH�WKDW�YHQHUDWLQJ�µNDPL�ZDV�IRU�QR�RWKHU�UHDVRQ�WKDQ�

IRU�SODFDWLQJ¶�WKHP´��������SS�������,QGLJHQRXV�$PHULFDQ�

DQG�(XUDVLDQ�HPERGLHG�FXOWXUDO�H[SHULHQWLDO�YDOXHV�DQG�

PHDQLQJV��DV�ZLWK�DOO�RWKHU�KXPDQV��DUH�FUHDWHG��UHFUHDWHG��

DQG�WUDQVPLWWHG�LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�KXPDQ�PLQG��+XPDQ�

mental perceptual cognition includes embodied relational 

H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�SHRSOH��DQLPDOV�DQG�SODQWV��ODQGVFDSH�

IHDWXUHV�� PHWHURORJLFDO� SKHQRPHQD�� DQG� PDQ�PDGH�

PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�
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