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How art and technology connect mind, body, and society is one of the key issues of the Out of Eurasia 

project. In order to investigate how people make things and things make people, it is necessary to undertake 

an integrative analysis of “art” as the technological aspect which extends human physical functions, along 

ZLWK�WKH�DUWLVWLF�DVSHFW�ZKLFK�PDQLSXODWHV�SHRSOH¶V�PLQGV�E\�HYRNLQJ�V\PEROLF�PHDQLQJV�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�

emotion. This project aims to elucidate the nature of the generation and transformation of “art” in the 

processes of the development of civilizations. Through comparative analysis of actual cases from the 

Japanese Archipelago, Mesoamerica, the Andes, and Oceania, we hope to examine how the two aspects 

of art are integrated through the body and how they are related to the transformation of society and 

culture. A comparative analysis of anthropomorphic artefacts is one of the core research projects, as they 

are a rich source of information about technology, identity, gender, and social structure. Mesoamerica 

and the Japanese Archipelago are two of the areas where the production of prehistoric anthropomorphic 

¿JXULQHV�ZDV�SURPLQHQW��,�EULHÀ\�GLVFXVV�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLৼHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�3UH�&ODVVLF�)RUPDWLYH�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQHV�DQG�WKH�-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQHV�DV�D�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�IXUWKHU�FRPSDUDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�

  Uno de los temas clave del proyecto “Fuera de Eurasia” es cómo el arte y la tecnología conectan la 

mente, el cuerpo y la sociedad. En la investigación de cómo las personas hacen cosas y las cosas hacen a 

las personas, es necesario emprender un análisis integrador del "arte" como el aspecto tecnológico que 

extiende las funciones físicas humanas, junto con el aspecto artístico que manipula la mente de las personas 

DO�HYRFDU�VLJQL¿FDGRV�VLPEyOLFRV�\�FRPSURPHWHU�HPRFLyQ��(VWH�SUR\HFWR�WLHQH�FRPR�REMHWLYR�HVFODUHFHU�OD�

naturaleza de la generación y transformación del “arte” en el proceso del desarrollo de las civilizaciones. 

Mediante el análisis comparativo de casos reales del archipiélago japonés, Mesoamérica, los Andes y 

Oceanía, esperamos examinar cómo los dos aspectos del arte se integran a través del cuerpo y cómo se 

relacionan con la transformación de la sociedad y la cultura. Un análisis comparativo de los objetos 

DQWURSRPyU¿FRV�HV�XQR�GH�ORV�SUR\HFWRV�FHQWUDOHV�GH�LQYHVWLJDFLyQ��\D�TXH�VRQ�XQD�ULFD�IXHQWH�GH�

información sobre tecnología, identidad, género y estructura social. Mesoamérica y el archipiélago japonés 

VRQ�GRV�GH�ODV�iUHDV�GRQGH�OD�SURGXFFLyQ�GH�¿JXULOODV�DQWURSRPRUIDV�SUHKLVWyULFDV�IXH�SURPLQHQWH��'LVFXWR�

EUHYHPHQWH�ODV�VLPLOLWXGHV�\�GLIHUHQFLDV�HQWUH�ODV�¿JXULOODV�PHVRDPHULFDQDV�SUHFOiVLFDV���IRUPDWLYDV�\�ODV�

¿JXULOODV�GH�-ǀPRQ�FRPR�SXQWR�GH�SDUWLGD�SDUD�IXWXUDV�LQYHVWLJDFLRQHV�FRPSDUDWLYDV�
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+RZ�DUW�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�FRQQHFW�PLQG��ERG\��DQG�VRFLHW\�

LV�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�LVVXHV�RI�WKH��2XW�RI�(XUDVLD��SURMHFW��7KH�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DUWLVWLF�VW\OH�ZDV�DPRQJ�

WKH�WHQ�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�FULWHULD�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�SURSRVHG�E\�

9HUH�*RUGRQ�&KLOGH���������,W�VRXQGV�LQWXLWLYHO\�ULJKW�ZKHQ�

\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�D�QXPEHU�RI�FRPSOH[��VWDWH�OHYHO�VRFLHWLHV��

VXFK�DV�WKH�2OG�.LQJGRP�RI�(J\SW��WKH�6KDQJ�'\QDVW\�

RI�&KLQD��RU�WKH�&ODVVLF�SHULRG�0D\D��+RZHYHU��FULWHULD�

concerning art are not common among more recent lists 

RI�WKH�FULWHULD�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��ZKLFK�UHIHU�LQVWHDG�WR�KLJKO\�

GHYHORSHG�KDQGLFUDIW�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ��$GDPV��������.UDGLQ��

������5HQIUHZ���������:KLOH�KDQGLFUDIW�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�

FHUWDLQO\�FRYHUV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�DUW�WHFKQRORJ\��WKH�

HPRWLRQDO��FRJQLWLYH��DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�SRZHU�RI�DUWLIDFWV�

RIWHQ�IDLOV�WR�JDUQHU�VX൶FLHQW�DWWHQWLRQ��7KH�LQVHSDUDEOH�

UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� DUWLIDFWV� DQG� KXPDQV� KDV� EHHQ�

DFWLYHO\�GHEDWHG�LQ�DUFKDHRORJ\�ZLWK�WKHRUHWLFDO�FRQFHSWV�

VXFK�DV�SKHQRPHQRORJ\��PDWHULDOLW\��DQG�HQWDQJOHPHQW�

�H�J���+RGGHU��������,QJROG��������7KRPDV���������,Q�RUGHU�

WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�KRZ�SHRSOH�PDNH�WKLQJV�DQG�WKLQJV�PDNH�

SHRSOH��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�FRQGXFW�DQ�LQWHJUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�

RI�³DUW´�DV�WKH�WHFKQRORJLFDO�DVSHFW�WKDW�H[WHQGV�KXPDQ�

SK\VLFDO�IXQFWLRQV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�DUWLVWLF�DVSHFW�WKDW�

PDQLSXODWHV�SHRSOH¶V�PLQG�E\�HYRNLQJ�V\PEROLF�PHDQLQJV�

DQG�HQJDJLQJ�HPRWLRQ��+HUHDIWHU�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH��WKH�ZRUG�

DUW�LV�XVHG�WR�PHDQ�ERWK�DVSHFWV��

$�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DUW�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�

DVVXPHG�LQ�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH��7HFKQRORJ\�LV�

IRU�PDNLQJ�XVHIXO�WRROV��ZKLOH�DUW�LV�IRU�PDNLQJ�EHDXWLIXO�

RU�PHDQLQJIXO�WKLQJV��+RZHYHU��WKH�(QJOLVK�ZRUG�³DUW´�LV�

GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�/DWLQ ars��ZKLFK�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�*UHHN��

techne��PHDQLQJ�VNLOO�RU�WHFKQRORJ\��7KLV�LV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�

DV�ZH�VXUHO\�IHHO�EHDXW\�LQ�HYHQ�IXQFWLRQDO�DUWLIDFWV�LI�WKH\�

DUH�SURGXFHG�ZLWK�H[FHOOHQW�VNLOO��VXFK�DV�¿QHO\�PDGH�

ELIDFLDO�VSHDU�SRLQWV��6RSKLVWLFDWHG�VNLOO�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�

IDFWRUV�ZKLFK�PRYHV�RXU�PLQG��DQG�\RX�FDQ�UHFRJQL]H�LW�

QRW�RQO\�E\�REVHUYLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�EXW�DOVR�

E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�SURGXFWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��VNLOO�LV�DFTXLUHG�

WKURXJK�SUDFWLFH�ZKLFK�HQJDJHV�ERWK�ERG\�DQG�PLQG��

7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�YLVXDO�V\PEROLF�LPDJHV�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�

FRQVLGHUHG�DV�D�W\SLFDO�H[DPSOH�RI�DUW��EHLQJ�GL൵HUHQW�

IURP�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�IXQFWLRQDO�WRROV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��LW��

LQYROYHV�ERWK�SK\VLFDO�DQG�FRJQLWLYH�SURFHVVHV�WKDW�KDYH�

HYROYHG�DV�ELRORJLFDO�DGDSWDWLRQ��DV�WKH�YLVXDO�V\PEROLVP�

VHHPV�WR�KDYH�GHULYHG�IURP�RXU�DQFHVWUDO�FDSDFLW\�WR�

DWWULEXWH�PHDQLQJV�WR�YLVXDO�LPDJHV��VXFK�DV�DQLPDO�IRRW�

SULQWV��0LWKHQ������E���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��FUHDWLRQ�RI�DUW�XVXDOO\�

LQYROYHV�WKH�XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�RQH�RU�PRUH�PDWHULDOV��WDNHQ�

IURP�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG��VXFK�DV�VWRQH��FOD\��DQG�PHWDO��7KXV��

WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�DUW�DUH�ZLGHO\�HPEHGGHG�

LQ�RXU�ERG\��PLQG��DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�XV��

7KLV� SURMHFW� DLPV� WR� HOXFLGDWH� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� WKH�

JHQHUDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�³DUW´�LQ�WKH�SURFHVVHV�

RI�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��7KURXJK�FRPSDUDWLYH�

DQDO\VLV�RI�DFWXDO�FDVHV�IURP�WKH�-DSDQHVH�$UFKLSHODJR��

0HVRDPHULFD��WKH�$QGHV�DQG�2FHDQLD��ZH�KRSH�WR�H[DPLQH�

KRZ�WKH�WZR�DVSHFWV�RI�DUW�DUH�LQWHJUDWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ERG\�

DQG�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\�

DQG�FXOWXUH��

6LJQL¿FDQFH�RI�$QWKURSRPRUSKLF�$UWLIDFWV

$�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�DUWLIDFWV�LV�

RQH�RI�RXU�FRUH�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV��DV�WKH\�DUH�D�ULFK�VRXUFH�

RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WHFKQRORJ\��LGHQWLW\��JHQGHU��DQG�

VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��³7KH�KXPDQ�ERG\�KDV�SURYLGHG�D�PRGHO�

IRU�FRQFHSWXDOL]LQJ�DQG�FDWHJRUL]LQJ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�

QDWXUDO��VRFLDO��DQG�FRVPLF�VSDFHV´��5LFH��������S������

$QWKURSRPRUSKLF�WKLQJV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�DSSHDOLQJ�WR�

XV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�DW�WKH�QH[XV�RI�WZR�NLQGV�RI�FRJQLWLYH�

GRPDLQV��6RFLDO�DQG�WHFKQLFDO��)LJXUH�������$OWKRXJK�

WKHUH�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVDJUHHPHQWV�RQ�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�DQG�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FRJQLWLYH�GRPDLQV�RU�PRGXOHV��LW�LV�VDIH�
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WR�VD\�WKDW�D�QXPEHU�RI�LQQDWH�GRPDLQ�VSHFL¿F�V\VWHPV�WKDW�

KDYH�HYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KXPDQ�HYROXWLRQ�DUH�DW�WKH�

EDVLV�RI�RXU�FRJQLWLRQ�DQG�EHKDYLRU��+LUVFKIHOG�*HOPDQ��

������0LWKHQ������D���6RFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�

GRPDLQ�ZKLFK�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�HYROYHG�LQ�WKH�JHQXV�Homo��

Social cognition consists of a number of skills including, 

EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR��UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�

FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�VLJQDOV��VXFK�DV�IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV��DQG�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RWKHU¶V�LQWHQWLRQV��2XU�EUDLQ�KDV�QHXUDO�

V\VWHPV�IRU�VXFK�VNLOOV�ZKLFK�DUH�DFWLYDWHG�ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�

SHRSOH��DQG�WKH�VDPH�V\VWHP�PD\�EH�HQJDJHG�ZKHQ�ZH�

VHH�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�DUWLIDFWV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LI�\RX�

UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH�¿JXULQH�LV�DQ�DUWLIDFW��LW�DOVR�DFWLYDWHV�

WKH�GRPDLQ�IRU�WHFKQRORJLFDO�FRJQLWLRQ��<RX�UHFRJQL]H�

WKDW�WKH�REMHFW�ZDV�PDGH�E\�VRPH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ��\RX�FDQ�

DSSUHFLDWH�KRZ�ZHOO�RU�SRRUO\�LW�ZDV�PDGH��DQG�\RX�PD\�

EH�DEOH�WR�UHDG�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�PDGH�LW��,I�

\RX�ZHUH�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�¿JXULQHV��\RX�ZRXOG�EH�

DEOH�WR�MXGJH�WHFKQLFDO�GHWDLOV�IURP�WKH�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�

LWHP�DQG�PD\�DOVR�V\PSDWKL]H�ZLWK�WKH�ERGLO\�PRYHPHQWV�

RI�WKH�PDNHU��

7KXV�� DQWKURSRPRUSKLF� DUWLIDFWV� KDYH� D� XQLTXH�

SRWHQWLDO�DV�D�UHVHDUFK�VXEMHFW�ZLWK��PXOWL�OD\HUHG��FRPSOH[�

PHDQLQJV��$QG�ZH�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�IXUWKHU�FRQVLGHU�WKDW�

SURGXFWLRQ�RI�FHUWDLQ�NLQGV�RI�¿JXULQHV�DFWXDOO\�D൵HFWHG�

VRFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VRFLHW\�

Comparative Analysis of Clay Figurines

3URGXFWLRQ�RI�FOD\�¿JXULQHV�LV�ZLGHO\�VHHQ�LQ�HDUO\�

DJULFXOWXUDO�VRFLHWLHV�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�

GRPLQDQW�UHVHDUFK�SHUVSHFWLYHV�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKHLU�

XQLYHUVDO�IHDWXUH�RI�IHPDOHQHVV��H�J���*LPEXWDV���������

7KDW�¿JXULQHV�WHQG�WR�EH�IRXQG�DV�IUDJPHQWV�IURP�GRPHVWLF�

FRQWH[WV�KDV�DOVR�DWWUDFWHG�UHVHDUFKHUV¶�DWWHQWLRQ��&KDSPDQ�

������/HVXUH���������&RPSDUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�¿JXULQHV�

IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�XQLYHUVDO�IHDWXUHV�KDV�EHHQ�FULWLFL]HG

IRU�LWV�IDLOXUH�WR�SURSHUO\�LQWHUSUHW�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO�

DQG�FRQWH[WXDO�GLYHUVLW\���:H�WKHUHIRUH�QHHG�FRPSDUDWLYH�

UHVHDUFK�WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKDW�GLYHUVLW\��DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�

¿JXULQHV�ZHUH�LQWHJUDWHG�LQWR�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�

ZRUOG��

$Q�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�¿JXULQHV�

LV�WKDW�WKHLU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LV�QRW�D�FDUERQ�FRS\�RI�UHDOLW\��

7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�¿JXULQHV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�

XQLTXH�IHDWXUHV�RI�Homo sapiens��7KH�HDUOLHVW�XQGLVSXWHG�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�IRUP�LV�WKH�9HQXV�RI�+RKOH�)HOV��

ZKLFK�FRXOG�GDWH�EDFN�WR��������\HDUV�DJR��&RQDUG��

�������7KH�/LRQ�0DQ�¿JXUH�RI�WKH�+RKOHQVWHLQ�6WDGHO�

LV�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WR��RU�HYHQ�HDUOLHU�WKDQ��WKH�+RKOH�)HOV�

¿JXULQH��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�QHLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�HDUOLHVW�

H[DPSOHV�LV�D�UHDOLVWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�IRUP��WKH�

EUHDVWV��VWRPDFK�DQG�YXOYD�DUH�H[DJJHUDWHG��ZKLOH�WKH�KHDG�

DQG�IHHW�DUH�PLQLPL]HG�RQ�WKH�+RKOH�)HOV�¿JXULQH��DQG�WKH�

+RKOHQVWHLQ�6WDGHO�H[DPSOH�KDV�D�OLRQ¶V�KHDG�RQ�D�KXPDQ�

ERG\��,W�LV�IDVFLQDWLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�HDUO\�H[DPSOHV�FOHDUO\�

GHYLDWH�IURP�DFWXDO�KXPDQ�IRUP��+XPDQ�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�

UHÀHFW�WKH�FRJQLWLYH�WUDLWV�DQG�VFKHPD�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�

PDNHV�WKHP��VHH�WKH�FKDSWHU�E\�6DLWR�LQ�WKLV�YROXPH���7KXV�

WKH�IHDWXUHV�RI�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�¿JXULQHV�FDQ�SURYLGH�

XV�ZLWK�FOXHV�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KRZ�KXPDQV�UHFRJQL]H�

RWKHU�KXPDQV�:H�WKHUHIRUH�QHHG�D�WKHRUHWLFDO�VWDQGDUG�WR�

LQWHUSUHW�SDUWLFXODU�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�¿JXULQHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JR�

EH\RQG�DUELWUDU\��DG�KRF�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��

Figure 6.1. 

Anthropomorphic artifact at the nexus of two cognitive 

domains.



66

$PRQJ�PDQ\�SRVVLEOH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�FDXVH�WKH�GHYLDWLRQ�

IURP�UHDOLW\�LV�WKH�SHDN�VKLIW�H൵HFW��5DPDFKDQGUDQ�	�

+LUVWHLQ���������7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�SHDN�VKLIW�FRPHV�IURP�D�

ZHOO�NQRZQ�SULQFLSOH�LQ�DQLPDO�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�OHDUQLQJ��

,I�D�UDW�LV�WDXJKW�WR�GLVFULPLQDWH�D�VTXDUH�IURP�D�UHFWDQJOH�

DQG�LV�UHZDUGHG�IRU�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHFWDQJOH��LW�ZLOO�VRRQ�

OHDUQ�WR�UHVSRQG�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�WR�WKH�UHFWDQJOH��DQG�WKH�

UDW¶V�UHVSRQVH�VRRQ�EHFRPHV�JUHDWHU�WR�UHFWDQJOHV�WKDW�DUH�

ORQJHU�WKDQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�VWLPXOXV��

6HOHFWLYH�DFFHQWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IHPDOH�IRUP²DWWULEXWHV�

WKDW�DOORZ�RQH�WR�GLVFULPLQDWH�LW�IURP�D�PDOH�¿JXUH²FDQ�EH�

PRUH�HYRFDWLYH�DQG�DSSHDOLQJ�WKDQ�UHDOLVWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��

DV�³VXSHUQRUPDO�VWLPXOL´�³H[FLWH�IRUP�DUHDV�LQ�WKH�EUDLQ�

PRUH�VWURQJO\�WKDQ�QDWXUDO�VWLPXOL´��S�������5HIHUULQJ�WR�

WKH�EURQ]H�¿JXUH�RI�WKH�*RGGHVV�3DUYDWL�DV�D�FDULFDWXUH�RI�

WKH�IHPDOH�IRUP��5DPDFKDQGUDQ�DQG�+LUVWHLQ�DUJXH�WKDW�

WKH�DUWLVW�KDV�FKRVHQ�WR�DPSOLI\�WKH�³YHU\�HVVHQFH´�RI�EHLQJ�

IHPLQLQH�E\�PRYLQJ�WKH�LPDJH�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�DORQJ�WRZDUG�

WKH�IHPLQLQH�HQG�RI�WKH�IHPDOH�PDOH�VSHFWUXP��7KH\�HYHQ�

VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKLV�PD\�EH�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�3DODHROLWKLF�9HQXV�

³IHUWLOLW\´�¿JXUHV�

,Q�UHDOLW\��WKH�VXSHU�IHPLQLQH�W\SH�LV�QRW�WKH�PDMRULW\�

DPRQJ�-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQHV��7KHUHIRUH�WKH�SHDN�VKLIW�H൵HFW�LQ�

WHUPV�RI�VH[XDO�IHDWXUHV�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�SURYLGH�D�XVHIXO�

PRGHO�IRU�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�¿JXULQHV��)URP�

DQ�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�PLQGIXO�

WKDW�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ZRPHQ�PHQ�RU�IHPLQLQH�PDVFXOLQH�

YDULHV�DFURVV�FXOWXUHV��+RZHYHU��LI�ZH�WDNH�WKH�SHDN�VKLIW�

H൵HFW�LQ�ZLGHU�VHQVH��ZH�QRWLFH�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�³VHOHFWLYH�

DFFHQWXDWLRQ´�RQ�¿JXULQHV��VXFK�DV�H[WUHPHO\�ODUJH�H\HV��

:H�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�EXLOG�D�GDWDEDVH�RI�ZKHQ�DQG�KRZ�VXFK�

VHOHFWLYH�DFFHQWXDWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�LQ�HDFK�UHJLRQ�SHULRG��DQG�

WKHQ�DQDO\]H�WKHLU�FRUUHODWLRQ�WR�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�IDFWRUV�

)DFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�LV�DQRWKHU�FDQGLGDWH�WR�LQIRUP�RXU�

WKHRUHWLFDO�VWDQGDUG�IRU�FRPSDULQJ�WKHVH�YHU\�GL൵HUHQW�

GDWDVHWV��'HSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDFH�LV�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�D�VSHFL¿F�

SDUW�RI�RXU�EUDLQ�LV�GHYRWHG�WR�IDFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ��DGGLWLRQDOO\��

FRJQLWLYH�SURFHVVLQJ�FDQ�EH�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�DFWLYDWHG�ZKHQ�

ZH�VHH�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�D�IDFH��,W�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�

HDV\�WR�GL൵HUHQWLDWH�XQLYHUVDO�FRJQLWLYH�SURFHVVHV�IURP�

FXOWXUDOO\�VSHFL¿F�SURFHVVHV��EXW�IDFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�LV�RQH�RI�

WKRVH�SURFHVVHV�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SURYHQ�WR�EH�TXLWH�XQLYHUVDO�

WKURXJK�QXPHURXV�VFLHQWL¿F�VWXGLHV�FRQGXFWHG�LQ�WKH�PRUH�

WKDQ�RQH�KXQGUHG�\HDUV�VLQFH�LWV�¿UVW�SURSRVDO�E\�&KDUOHV�

'DUZLQ��'DUZLQ���������'DUZLQ¶V�LGHD�RI�XQLYHUVDOLW\�LQ�

IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VXSSRUWHG�E\�PDQ\�FDVHV�DQG�

H[DPLQDWLRQV��(LEO�(LEHVIHOGW��������(NPDQ��������

:KLOH�WKH�XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�IDFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�

VWXGLHG�RQ�DFWXDO�KXPDQ�IDFHV��OLWWOH�UHVHDUFK�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH�

RQ�WKH�IDFHV�RI�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�REMHFWV��2XU�H[SHULPHQWDO�

UHVHDUFK�VKRZHG�WKDW�ZH�VHH�WKH�IDFHV�RI�¿JXULQHV�DV�ZH�VHH�

WKH�IDFHV�RI�UHDO�SHRSOH��0DWVXPRWR�	�.DZDEDWD���������

,Q�RXU�H[SHULPHQW�����GUDZLQJV�RI�WKH�IDFHV�RI�-ǀPRQ�

¿JXULQHV�ZHUH�VKRZQ�IRU����VHFRQGV�HDFK�RQ�D�FRPSXWHU�

VFUHHQ��DQG�VXEMHFWV�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR�UDWH�VL[�EDVLF�HPRWLRQV�

�DQJHU��VXUSULVH��IHDU��KDSSLQHVV��GLVJXVW�DQG�VDGQHVV��DQG�

¿YH�JHQHUDO�LPSUHVVLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�IHPLQLQH�PDVFXOLQH�

DQG�KXPDQ�QRQKXPDQ��IRU�HDFK�IDFH�����-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�

DQG����QRQ�-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�H[SHULPHQW��

,W� LV� LQWHUHVWLQJ� WKDW��DOWKRXJK�PDQ\�¿JXULQHV�DUH�

UHFRJQL]HG�DV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�ZRPHQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�ERGLO\�

IHDWXUHV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�IDFLDO�LPSUHVVLRQ��PRVW�RI�WKHP�WHQG�

WR�EH�UHJDUGHG�DV�PDVFXOLQH�H[FHSW�IRU�D�IHZ�FDVHV��,W�DOVR�

VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�IDFHV�WKDW�GRQ¶W�ORRN�KXPDQ�FDQQRW�EH�

JHQGHUHG�FRQVLVWHQWO\���7KH�UHVXOWV�RI�PDVFXOLQH�IHPLQLQH�

DQG�KXPDQ�QRQKXPDQ�LPSUHVVLRQV�ZHUH�VLPLODU�EHWZHHQ�

-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�QRQ�-DSDQHVH�VWXGHQWV��LQGLFDWLQJ�

WKDW�JHQGHU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�UDWLQJ�RI�KXPDQQHVV�FDQ�

EH�PRUH�UREXVW�DQG�FURVV�FXOWXUDO�XQLYHUVDOV�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�

VXEWOH�HPRWLRQ�UHDGLQJV��)LJXUH������

7KH� UHVXOWV� VKRZ� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� FHUWDLQ� FRPPRQ�

SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�¿JXULQH�IDFHV��KRZHYHU�XQUHDOLVWLF�WKH\�DUH��
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Figure 6.2. 

7KH�UHVXOW�RI�PDVFXOLQH�IHPLQLQH�DQG�KXPDQ�QRQKXPDQ�LPSUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQH�IDFHV��

Note. 7ZR�VDPSOHV�RQ�WKH�IDU�OHIW�DQG�IDU�ULJKW�DUH�WDNHQ�IURP�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�EXULDO�MDUV�RI�WKH�<D\RL�SHULRG��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�PDOH�DQG�

IHPDOH�UHVSHFWLYHO\��1RW�DOO�VDPSOHV�DUH�VKRZQ�RQ�WKH�JUDSK�GXH�WR�VSDFH�OLPLWDWLRQV��6HH�0DWVXPRWR�DQG�.DZDEDWD��������IRU�GHWDLOV�
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�*HQGHU�DQG�+XPDQQHVV��0HDQ�UDWLQJV�RI�-DSDQHVH�6WXGHQWV�

)HPLQLQH

1RQKXPDQ

0DVFXOLQH

+XPDQ

EDVHG�RQ�RXU�LQQDWH�IDFLDO�FRJQLWLRQ�V\VWHP��7KXV��DOWKRXJK�

ZH�FDQQRW�GLUHFWO\�LQIHU�KRZ�-ǀPRQ�SHRSOH�SHUFHLYHG�WKH�

¿JXULQH�IDFHV��ZH�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�VXJJHVWWKDW�VRPH�¿JXULQHV�

DFWLYDWH�WKH�HPRWLRQ�UHDGLQJ�SURFHVV�PRUH�WKDQ�RWKHUV��

6XFK�GL൵HUHQFHV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�DQG�

PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�¿JXULQHV�

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�UHVXOWV�PDNH�XV�PRUH�FRQVFLRXV�

DQG�VSHFL¿F�DERXW�WKH�GL൵HUHQFHV�LQ�SHUFHSWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�

SHRSOH�RI�YDULRXV�FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQGV��7KLV�LV�DOVR�DQ�

LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LQ�UHJDUG�WR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

WKH�QDWXUH�RI�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�GHVFULSWLRQ�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�

D�JOREDOL]HG�DUFKDHRORJ\��

:KLOH�FXOWXUH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDELOLW\�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�

DVSHFW�RI�KXPDQ�FRJQLWLRQ��FHUWDLQ�XQLYHUVDOLW\�GRHV�H[LVW��

7KH�FRJQLWLRQ�RI�IDFLDO�IHDWXUHV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�HPRWLRQV�

DUH�NQRZQ�WR�EH�D�UHODWLYHO\�UREXVW�LQQDWH�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�

KDV�D�ORQJ�HYROXWLRQDU\�EDVLV��&RPSDULQJ�WKH�IDFLDO�DQG�

ERGLO\�IHDWXUHV�RI�FOD\�¿JXULQHV�ZLOO�FODULI\�LI�WKHUH�LV�DQ\�

XQLYHUVDO�QDWXUH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�DQG�EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKHLU�

SURGXFWLRQ��:H�FDQ�WKHQ�LQYHVWLJDWH�KRZ�GL൵HUHQFHV�LQ�WKHLU�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�

QLFKH�RU�PLQG�PDWWHU�LQWHUDFWLYH�VSKHUH�LQ�HDFK�UHJLRQ�

Comparing the Figurines from Mesoamerica and the 

Japanese Archipelago

0HVRDPHULFD� DQG� WKH� -DSDQHVH�$UFKLSHODJR� DUH�

WZR�RI� WKH�DUHDV�ZKHUH� WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�SUHKLVWRULF�

DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�¿JXULQHV�ZDV�SURPLQHQW��7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�

D�ORQJ��ULFK�KLVWRU\�RI�UHVHDUFK�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�¿JXULQHV�

RI�HDFK�DUHD��7\SRORJLFDO�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�ZDV�GRPLQDQW�

LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJHV�LQ�ERWK�DUHDV��EXW�YDULRXV�WKHRUHWLFDO�

DSSURDFKHV�KDYH�DFWLYDWHG�QHZ�UHVHDUFK�DYHQXHV� IRU�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��H�J���+DOSHULQ�HW�

DO���������-R\FH��������/HVXUH�������0DUFXV��������5LFH��

�������7KHLU�DUJXPHQWV�RQ�V\PEROLVP��DJHQF\��LGHQWLW\��

SUDFWLFH��DQG�JHQGHU�SURYLGH�XV�ZLWK�D�VRXQG�IRXQGDWLRQ�
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IRU�RXU�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQDO\VLV��$OWKRXJK�WKH\�DUH�ZLGHO\�

GL൵HUHQW�GDWD�VHWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�FKURQRORJ\��VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��

HFRQRPLF� EDFN� JURXQG�� SURGXFWLRQ� WHFKQLTXHV�� DQG�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��D�V\VWHPDWLF�FRPSDULVRQ�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�

XV�ZLWK�PDQ\�QHZ�LQVLJKWV�DERXW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�EHKLQG�WKHLU�

VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GL൵HUHQFHV��

5RXJKO\�VSHDNLQJ��¿JXULQHV�RI�ERWK�DUHDV�¿W� LQWR�

WKH�XQLYHUVDO�VFKHPH�WKDW�¿JXULQHV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�YLOODJH�

VRFLHWLHV�SUHFHGLQJ�WKH�ULVH�RI�FLWLHV�DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�

�5LFH��������S�����,Q�WHUPV�RI�GDWHV��DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�

FOD\�¿JXULQHV�DSSHDUHG�PXFK�HDUOLHU�LQ�-DSDQ��2QH�RI�WKH�

HDUOLHVW�H[DPSOHV�LV�IURP�WKH�$LGDQL�NXPDKDUD�VLWH�LQ�6KLJD�

3UHIHFWXUH�DQG�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�ODWWHU�KDOI�RI�WKH�,QFLSLHQW�

-ǀPRQ�SHULRG��)LJXUH�������7KH�¿JXULQH�ZDV�IRXQG�IURP�

RQH�RI�WKH�ODUJH�SLW�KRXVHV��$06�GDWLQJ�RI�FDUERQ�VDPSOHV�

WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�VXUIDFH�RI�SRWWHU\�VKHUGV�IRXQG�IURP�WKH�SLW�

KRXVH�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�¿JXULQH�GDWHV�WR�DURXQG��������FDO�

%&��0DWVXPXUR�	�6KLJHWD���������7KH�QXPEHU�RI�,QFLSLHQW�

-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQHV�LV�VPDOO�ZLWK�RQO\�RQH�RU�WZR�SLHFHV�IURP�

D�VLQJOH�VLWH��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�¿JXULQHV�DUH�IRXQG�

IURP�VHWWOHPHQW�VLWHV�ZLWK�SLW�KRXVH�VWUXFWXUHV�ZKHQ�WKH�

GRPLQDQW�OLIH�VW\OH�RI�WKH�SHULRG�ZDV�IRUDJLQJ��0DWVXPRWR��

�������)LJXULQHV�ZHUH�PDGH�WKURXJK�WKH�-ǀPRQ�SHULRG��EXW

GHFOLQHG�ZKHQ�ZHW�ULFH�FXOWLYDWLRQ�VSUHDG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

<D\RL�SHULRG������%&±$'�������,Q�0HVRDPHULFD��RQ�WKH�

RWKHU�KDQG��FOD\�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�¿JXULQHV�DSSHDU�DURXQG�

�����%&�DQG�ÀRXULVKHG�LQ�WKH�3UH�&ODVVLF�)RUPDWLYH�

SHULRG�������%&±$'�������

$OWKRXJK�LW�LV�EH\RQG�P\�DELOLW\�WR�JUDVS�WKH�GHWDLOV�

RI�DOO�WKH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQHV��,�FRQGXFWHG�D�WHQWDWLYH�

H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GL൵HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�

3UH�&ODVVLF�)RUPDWLYH�0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQHV�DQG�WKH�

-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQHV�DV�D�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�IXUWKHU�FRPSDUDWLYH�

UHVHDUFK���

/LNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV�RI�¿JXULQHV�WKURXJKRXW�

WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�HDUOLHVW�H[DPSOHV�IURP�WKHVH�WZR�UHJLRQV�

DUH�VPDOO��VROLG�¿JXULQHV�DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKHP�KDYH�IHPDOH�

IHDWXUHV�VXFK�DV�EUHDVWV��)LJXULQHV�IURP�WKH�,QFLSLHQW�

-ǀPRQ� WR� WKH� (DUO\� -ǀPRQ� 3HULRG� �����±����� FDO��

%&�� ODFN� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� KHDGV�� IDFHV�� DUPV�� DQG�

OHJV��5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�IHDWXUHV�DSSHDU�IURP�WKH�

0LGGOH�-ǀPRQ�3HULRG������±�����FDO��%&���7KH�ROGHVW�

0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQH�������������IURP�=RKDSLOFR�DOVR�

ODFNV�D�KHDG�DQG�DUPV��ZKLOH�DQRWKHU�¿JXULQH�IRXQG�IURP�

DQ�XSSHU�OD\HU�RI�WKH�VDPH�VLWH�KDV�H\HV��D�QRVH��DQG�DUPV�

�0DUFXV���������7KH�WRUVR�FHQWULF�WHQGHQF\�VHHPV�WR�EH�

FRPPRQ��DOWKRXJK�IXUWKHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDWHULDOV�LV�

UHTXLUHG��$Q�LQWHUHVWLQJ�GL൵HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�SURFHVV�

LV�WKDW�¿JXULQHV�DSSHDUHG�SULRU�WR�SRWWHU\�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��

ZKLOH�SRWWHU\�SUHFHGHV�¿JXULQHV�E\�DERXW������\HDUV�LQ�

-DSDQ��

/DUJHU�� KROORZ� ILJXULQHV� DSSHDU� LQ� ODWHU� SKDVHV��

ZKLOH�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�VROLG�¿JXULQHV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�RYHU�

DQ�H[WHQGHG�SHULRG�LQ�ERWK�DUHDV��DQG�VW\OLVWLF�YDULDWLRQ�

LQ�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDFH��ERG\��KDLU��RUQDPHQWV��

DQG�FORWKHV�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�LQFUHDVLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�

VL]H�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�VRFLDO�FRPSOH[LW\��,W�LV�DOVR�FRPPRQ�

WKDW�D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�¿JXULQHV�DUH�IRXQG�VFDWWHUHG�DV�

IUDJPHQWV�IURP�GRPHVWLF�FRQWH[WV��ZLWK�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQDO�

Figure 6.3. 

Figurine from the Aidanikumahara site, Shiga Prefecture. 

,QFLSLHQW�-ǀPRQ�3HULRG��F���������FDO�%&��

Shiga Prefectural Archaeological Center. Photograph by

Satoru Nakazono.
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FDVHV�EXULHG�ZKROH��$Q�LQWHUHVWLQJ�GL൵HUHQFH�LV�WKH�XQLTXH�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�PROG�PDGH�¿JXULQHV�DQG�H൶J\�PXVLFDO�

LQVWUXPHQWV�LQ�0HVRDPHULFD��,Q�-DSDQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��

PROG�PDGH�¿JXULQHV�DSSHDUHG�RQO\�LQ�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��DQG�

DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�PXVLFDO�LQVWUXPHQWV�DUH�UDUH��6RPH�

KROORZ�¿JXULQHV�ZLWK�D�VWRQH�RU�FOD\�EDOO�LQVLGH�KDYH�

EHHQ�IRXQG�DQG�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�EHOOV��EXW�WKH\�PDNH�

RQO\�D�VRIW�VRXQG��'L൵HUHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�

IDFLDO�DQG�ERGLO\�IHDWXUHV�LV�DOVR�LQWULJXLQJ��)RU�H[DPSOH��

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�SXSLOV�LV�UDUH�LQ�-DSDQ�EXW�SRSXODU�LQ�

0HVRDPHULFD��(\HV�ZLWK�SXSLOV�DQG�H\HV�ZLWKRXW�WKHP�

OHDYH�YHU\�GL൵HUHQW�LPSUHVVLRQV�RQ�WKH�YLHZHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��

0HVRDPHULFDQ�¿JXULQH�IDFHV�ORRN�PRUH�UHDOLVWLF�WKDQ�WKRVH�

RI�WKH�-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQHV�LQ�JHQHUDO��)LJXUH�������

Prospects

7KURXJK� DUFKDHRORJLFDO�� DQWKURSRORJLFDO�� DQG�

SV\FKRORJLFDO�DQDO\VHV�RI�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�E\�ZKLFK�WKH�

HQYLURQPHQW�LV�KXPDQL]HG��DQG�KXPDQV�DUH�DUWL¿FLDOL]HG�

WKURXJK�DUW��,�KRSH�WR�FODULI\�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVV�E\�

ZKLFK�XQLTXH�VRFLDO�UHDOLWLHV�DUH�IRUPHG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�

WKH�DQWKURSRPRUSKLF�DUWLIDFWV�GLVFXVVHG�KHUH��SRWWHU\�

PDNLQJ��PHWDO�ZRUNLQJ��ODFTXHU�SURGXFWLRQ��WDWWRRLQJ��DQG�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SDWWHUQV�DQG�GHVLJQV�DUH�WR�EH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�

E\�RXU�UHVHDUFK�JURXS��,Q�RUGHU�WR�H[DPLQH�KRZ�FXOWXUH�

LV�SURGXFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RI�PLQG�DQG�PDWWHU��

ZH�QHHG�D�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�SODFHV�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�

ERG\�DQG�EHKDYLRU��$YRLGLQJ�ERWK�ELRORJLFDO�GHWHUPLQLVP�

DQG�H[WUHPH�FXOWXUDO�UHODWLYLVP��ZH�VWULYH�WR�RYHUFRPH�

WKH�GXDOLVWLF�PLQG�ERG\�DQG�PLQG�PDWWHU�IUDPHZRUNV�

WKDW�KDYH�IRUPHG�WKH�EDVLV�RI�PRGHUQ�VFLHQFH��7KURXJK�

FORVH�WUDQVGLVFLSOLQDU\�FROODERUDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�XWLOL]DWLRQ�

RI�YDULRXV�WHFKQRORJLHV�VXFK�DV��'�PRGHOLQJ�DQG�;5)�

DQDO\VLV��ZH�ZLOO�H[SORUH�³DUW´�DV�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�ERWK�ERG\�

DQG�PLQG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FODULI\�KRZ�PDWHULDO�FXOWXUH�H[HUWV�LWV�

IRUFH�RQ�XV��

Figure  6.4. 

$Q�H[DPSOH�RI�D�KLJKO\�VW\OL]HG�-ǀPRQ�¿JXULQH�IURP�WKH�

Hirohata shell midden, Ibaraki Prefecture. Latter phase 

RI�WKH�/DWH�-ǀPRQ�3HULRG��F�������FDO�%&���+�����FP��

Okayama University Archaeologycal Museum. 

Photograph by author.
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